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ABSTRACT 



Advocates of charter schools claim that the degree of 
autonomy that legislatures grant charter schools plays a large role in the 
success of these schools. This report describes an analysis of how 
legislation in Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, and Texas is transforming the 
concept of charter schools into an education- reform opportunity for 
educators, parents, and community members. The text focuses on the 
legislative variables that influence charter-school autonomy and how these 
variables serve as indicators of the degree to which state policy appears to 
promote the emergence of innovative schools. The booklet features three major 
sections. An overview provides a historical and conceptual context by 
describing charter- school laws and by presenting the framework for autonomy 
that guides the analysis of those laws. The second section offers three 
dimensions of school -site autonomy- -autonomy from higher levels of 
government, autonomy inside the school, and autonomy of parents and 
students- -and gives specific features of charter school law and different 
levels of detail. The last section highlights the similarities and 
differences in charter-school autonomy among all four state laws. An appendix 
offers technical information on the rationale, development, and use of the 
autonomy framework. (RJM) 
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struggle with the question of how a diverse array of individual implement alternative curricula, instructional programming, 
schools can operate as accountable members of a single, and performance measures based on the needs of their 

coherent system of public schools. students may be constrained. 
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the quality of education for all students? Will the proliferation 
of charter schools foster competition and improvement 
throughout the entire public system? Or will the movement 
simply yield a scattering of schools for a select few? 
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